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SYNOPSIS: Existing law requires nurse practitioners
and nurse midwives to practice in collaboration
with physicians.

This bill would enable nurse practitioners
and nurse midwives to practice within the scope
permitted by the Board of Nursing and to prescribe
medications within the scope permitted by the Board
of Medical Examiners and the Board of Nursing
without requiring them to practice in collaboration

with a physician.

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to nurse practitioners and nurse midwives;
to amend Sections 20-2-250, 20-2-252, 20-2-254, 34-21-81,
34-21-84, 34-21-85, 34-21-86, 34-21-87, 34-21-88, 34-21-90,
Code of Alabama 1975, to enable nurse practitioners and nurse

midwives to practice within the scope permitted by the Board
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of Nursing and to prescribe medications within the scope
permitted by the Board of Medical Examiners and the Board of
Nursing without requiring them to practice in collaboration
with a physician, and to repeal Sections 34-21-80, 34-21-83,
34-21-92, and 34-21-93, Code of Alabama 1975.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Sections 20-2-250, 20-2-252, 20-2-254,
34-21-81, 34-21-84, 34-21-85, 34-21-86, 34-21-87, 34-21-88,
34-21-90, Code of Alabama 1975, are amended to read as
follows:

"§20-2-250.

"As used in this article, the following words shall
have the following meanings:

"(1) ADMINISTER. The direct application of a
controlled substance whether by injection, inhalation,
ingestion, or any other means, to the body of a patient by any

of the following:

" 1o

17 i) 4 1o . . . 1o =
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4

"b-a. A certified registered nurse practitioner or
certified nurse midwife.

"e=b. The patient at the direction and in the

presence of the coltaboratingphysiciarn, certified registered
nurse practitionery or certified nurse midwife.
"(2) BOARD. The Board of Medical Examiners of the

State of Alabama.
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"(3) CERTIFIED NURSE MIDWIFE or CNM. An advanced

practice nurse who—ts oubjcpt to—a cottaborative pLaptipc

4 LI, 17 1 1 = 1o . . 4 4 m= 4 7 24
ALt Wit a CUL1IdbULdt1llly pPlIlyolCTIdll puroudgllit LU 1T 1T TUIT O,

Chapter—21;—Articte—5,—ard who has advanced knowledge and
skills relative to the management of women's health care
focusing on pregnancy, childbirth, the postpartum period, care
of the newborn, family planning, and gynecological needs of

women, within a health care system that provides for

consultation, cottaborative mauagcmcut, or referral as
indicated by the health status of the patient.

"(4) CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER or

CRNP. An advanced practice nurse who its—subject—to—=

11 1 L L + (R 17 -1 e
CUl1dbuladatilve pPpLdC it Il dyLlTTIITIIU Wit "da CULILIJdUDULdUTLITY

m= 4 1 24 rahN .Y 1 = 1 1o
[ Y i I S N I 32 k,J.lCtLJ L 1y AT LT1ITCTIT J,y dlI WIITU

r

LJh_yDJI_k,JI_ctJ.l tJL,lJ_DL,lCLJ.lt tU
has advanced knowledge and skills in the delivery of nursing

services within a health care system that provides for

consultation, cottaborative mauagcmcut, or referral as
indicated by the health status of the patient.

"S5 COLEABORATING PHYSICIAN—A doctor—of medicire

1 4 £ 4 1 1 1 4 1 = NI . .
UL UUCTUL UL UolLTUPAtIly 1 1TTIIoTU TU PpLdCTICT TMTIITULTCIIIT 11T

bW | 1 1o . s = 4 1 = . 17 1 L =
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LI NI =it 1 . 4 1 UL I W
Wit UM UL NNMULT LTI T I L ITU [ITYULOSLTITU IIUL ST PIdUCTITIUIITL S UL
NI =it 1 LA . . 1 LI m= 4 7 24 rahN 1
CCLl 1T 1TcU 1IUdLr oT lITUwilIveEs 11T dCCTCULUdJIICTE WLt T 1T T01IT O3, ClIdpTtTL
4 1o
ClIT

"{6)7(5) PRESCRIBE or PRESCRIBING. The act of issuing

a prescription for a controlled substance.

Page 3



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

277

"t7#r(6) PRESCRIPTION. Any order for a controlled
substance written or signed or transmitted by word of mouth,

telephone, telegraph, closed circuit television, or other

means of communication by a legally competent coltaborating

physician, certified registered nurse practitioners or
certified nurse midwife authorized by law to prescribe and
administer the drug which is intended to be filled,
compounded, or dispensed by a pharmacist.

"(8) QACSC. A Qualified Alabama Controlled
Substances Registration Certificate.

"§20-2-252.

"The Board of Medical Examiners may grant a
Qualified Alabama Controlled Substances Registration
Certificate (QACSC) to a certified registered nurse
practitioner (CRNP) or certified nurse midwife (CNM) who:

"(l) Is practicing in accordance with this articler

and Title 34, Chapter 21, Article 5, arrd—eatr—rutres—ard

J_cgulatiuuo tJCJ_tCtJI_J.lJI_J.l\j tU pullabku_o.tiuu thWCCLl [} k{ualificd
"(2) Submits proof of successful completion of a
course or courses approved by the board which includes
advanced pharmacology and prescribing trends relating to
controlled substances and which is consistent with the same

requirements for other mid-level providers.

(o)

| 1 £ 1 = 1 . ul 1 = LI
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17 1 1 = 1 = 4 P 1o . 1 1
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"
§20-2-254.

"The Board of Medical Examiners may deny an
application of a certified registered nurse practitioner
(CRNP) or a certified nurse midwife (CNM) requesting a
Qualified Alabama Controlled Substances Registration
Certificate (QACSC), deny a request for a renewal of a QACSC,
or initiate action against the QACSC of a CRNP or a CNM
possessing a QACSC based on the following grounds:

"(1) Fraud or deceit in applying for, procuring, or
attempting to procure a QACSC in the State of Alabama.

"(2) Conviction of a crime under any state or
federal law relating to any controlled substance.

"(3) Conviction of a crime or offense which affects
the ability of the CRNP or CNM to practice with due regard for
the health or safety of his or her patients.

"(4) Prescribing a drug or utilizing a QACSC in such

a manner as to endanger the health of any person or patient of

the CRNP,_ or CNM, on pullabUJ_atJ‘_ug tJh_yDJl_k/Jl_cLJ.l.
"(5) Suspension or revocation of the registration
number issued to the CRNP or CNM by the United States Drug

Enforcement Administration.
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"(6) Excessive dispensing or prescribing of any drug

to any person or patient of the CRNPy or CNM;—or—collsborating
ph?Si CTI aIT.

"(7) Unfitness or incompetence due to the use of or
dependence on alcohol, chemicals, or any mood-altering drug to
such an extent as to render the CRNP or CNM unsafe or
unreliable to prescribe drugs or to hold a QACSC.

"(8) Any violation of a requirement set forth in
this article or a rule adopted pursuant to this article.

"§34-21-81.

"As used in this article, the following terms shall
have the following meanings:

" (1) BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS. The State Board of
Medical Examiners established pursuant to Section 34-24-53.

"(2) BOARD OF NURSING. The Board of Nursing
established under Section 34-21-2.

" (3) ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSE. A registered nurse
that has gained additional knowledge and skills through
successful completion of an organized program of nursing
education that prepares nurses for advanced practice roles and
has been certified by the Board of Nursing to engage in the
practice of advanced practice nursing. There shall be four
categories of advanced practice nurses: Certified registered
nurse practitioners (CRNP), certified nurse midwives (CNM),

certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNA), and clinical

nurse specialists (CNS). €Certified—registered—rurse

UL I W 1 NI =it 1 LA . b PR 1 1
PLIaCTITTIUIICTL S diIU LTI LI T ITTU ITUL ST I TUW I VES dILT SuUlU JTTU U LU
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" (4) ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSING. The delivery of

health care services by registered nurses who have gained
additional knowledge and skills through successful completion
of an organized program of nursing education that prepares
nurses for advanced practice roles as certified registered
nurse practitioners, certified nurse midwives, certified nurse
anesthetists, and clinical nurse specialists:

"a. Practice as a certified registered nurse
practitioner (CRNP) means the performance of nursing skills by
a registered nurse who has demonstrated by certification that
he or she has advanced knowledge and skills in the delivery of

nursing services within a health care system that provides for

consultation;—coltaborative maragemernt, or referral as
indicated by the health status of the client.

"b. Practice as a certified nurse midwife (CNM)
means the performance of nursing skills by a registered nurse

who has demonstrated by certification that he or she has
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advanced knowledge and skills relative to the management of
women's health care focusing on pregnancy, childbirth, the
postpartum period, care of the newborn, family planning, and

gynecological needs of women, within a health care system that

provides for consultation;——cottaborative marmagemerrt;, Or
referral as indicated by the health status of the client.

"c. Practice as a certified registered nurse
anesthetist (CRNA) means the performance of or the assistance
in any act involving the determination, preparation,
administration, or monitoring of any drug used to render an
individual insensible to pain for surgical and other
therapeutic or diagnostic procedures. The nurse anesthetist is
qualified in accordance with Section 27-46-3 and is licensed
by the Board of Nursing and functions under the direction of a
physician licensed to practice medicine, or a dentist, who is
immediately available.

"d. Practice of clinical nurse specialist (CNS)
nursing means the performance of nursing skills by a
registered nurse who, through study and supervised practice at
the graduate level and as evidenced by certification, has
advanced knowledge and practice skills in a specialized area
of practice, except that a clinical nurse specialist may not
do any of the following:

"l. Perform delegated medical acts or engage in
collaborative practice as described in this article.

"2. Perform any of the functions of a certified

registered nurse practitioner or a certified nurse midwife as
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this article, whether or not performed within a collaborative
practice relationship.

"3. Prescribe drugs of any type. A clinical nurse
specialist may perform nursing services permitted under this

subdivision as an independent contractor.
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"#r(5) JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE STATE BOARD OF
MEDICAL EXAMINERS AND THE BOARD OF NURSING FOR ADVANCED
PRACTICE NURSES. The Joint Committee of the State Board of
Medical Examiners and the Board of Nursing for Advanced
Practice Nurses shall mean and shall be a committee composed
of all of the following:

"a. Two physicians licensed to practice medicine in
the State of Alabama.

"b. One registered nurse licensed to practice

professional nursing in the State of Alabama.

q1 = ] 1o . . ] .
T . VT LT ICTIIOoTU PlIITyos 11U 1 dll TligayTu 11T d

17 1 1 = 1 = L NI =it 1 . 4 1
CUTTdUULdl T vE PIdClITT WItIIda CTCTL LI T ITTU TTUITSLTLITU TIUL ST

"d= c. One certified registered nurse practitioner
engaged in advanced practice with—=—physician in the State of
Alabama.

"e~ d. One certified nurse midwife engaged in
advanced practice with—=aphysicianr in the State of Alabama.

"{8)r(6) LEGEND DRUG. Any drug, medicine, chemical,
or poison bearing on the label the words, "Caution, Federal
Law prohibits dispensing without prescription” or similar
words indicating that such drug, medicine, chemical, or poison
may be sold or dispensed only upon the prescription of a
licensed practitioner, except that the term legend drug shall

not include any drug, substance, or compound which is listed
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in Schedules I through V of the Alabama Uniform Controlled
Substances Act.

"{9r(7) PRESCRIBE or PRESCRIBING. The act of issuing
a written prescription for a legend drug.

"{1+65>(8) PRESCRIPTION. An order for a legend drug
which is written and signed by a practitioner authorized by
law to prescribe and administer such drugs and which is
intended to be filled, compounded, or dispensed by a

pharmacist.

"f%%+(9) PROTOCOL. A document appLuvcd TTaccordance

1o 21

with—Sectiomr34—21—87 establishing the permissible functions

and activities to be performed by certified registered nurse

practitioners and certified nurse midwives, approved in

accordance with 34-21-87 =amrd oigucd by pullQLULatiug

1 . . 1 Ly TR .
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"§34-21-84.

"(a) The Board of Nursing shall be the sole state
authority designated to establish the qualifications necessary
for a registered nurse to be certified to engage in advanced
practice nursing. The Board of Nursing shall recognize the
educational qualifications and training of advanced practice
nurses by the issuance of a certification of qualification to
engage in advanced practice nursing. To be eligible for
certification, an applicant shall be currently licensed as a

registered nurse in Alabama and shall meet the requirements
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for certification as an advanced practice nurse as defined in
the rules and regulations established by the Board of Nursing.

"(b) Pursuant to subsection (a), the Board of
Nursing may adopt rules and regulations establishing the
procedures for individuals to be certified to engage in
advanced practice nursing, as well as grounds for denial or
termination of certification or both, and the fees to be paid
to the Board of Nursing in connection with an application for
certification.

"§34-21-85.

"The joint committee shall be the state authority
designated to recommend rules and regulations to the State
Board—of Medicat Examirers—and—the Board of Nursing for the

purpose of regulating the—collaborative nursing practice of
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rules and regulations shall be updated to reflect the

amendment of this article fimaiivy—=dopted by dury October 1,

I956 2018. These rules and regulations and any and all

additions, deletions, corrections, or changes thereto shall be
considered rules and regulations requiring publication under

the Alabama Administrative Procedure Act however,—the

L 17 . 1o 17 4 i) LA | ] ul ul 4 ]
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the—AdminTstrative Procedure—2Acts except with regard to the

formulary of legend drugs that may be prescribed by certified

registered nurse practitioners and certified nurse midwives

authorized to do so. A person may not practice as a certified

registered nurse practitioner or certified nurse midwife in

this state unless that person possesses a certificate of

qualification issued by the Board of Nursing and practices

under written protocols approved by the Board of Nursing..
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"§$34-21-86.

"(a) Certified chiotCLcd Torse yLaptitLUMCLo st

certified nurse midwivessy cugagcd Tr—cottaborative yLaptipc

withrphysiciars and certified registered nurse practitioners

practicing under protocols approved in the manner prescribed
by this article may prescribe legend drugs to their patients,
subject to both of the following conditions:

"(1) The drug type, dosage, quantity prescribed, and
number of refills shall be authorized in an approved protocol

: 11 e 11 -1 N 1o < : . ad
STIgneT Oy Tl Corralboraciing prrysStIcrIarlr,; an

"(2) The drug shall be on the formulary recommended
by the joint committee and adopted by the State Board of

Medical Examiners and the Board of Nursing.
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"f=r (b) Registered nurses and licensed practical
nurses are authorized to administer any legend drug that has
been lawfully ordered or prescribed by an authorized
practitioner including certified registered nurse
practitioners, certified nurse midwives, and/or assistants to
physicians.

"§34-21-87.

"Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
article, the joint committee shall recommend model practice

protocols to be used by certified registered nurse

practitioners and certified nurse midwives amd—aformutary —of

rmarses, subject to approval by both—the—State Board—ofMedicar

Examirmers—arnd the Board of Nursing, and a formularv of leqend

drugs that may be prescribed by advanced practice nurses,

subject to approval by both the State Board of Medical

Examiners and the Board of Nursing. FTheSoirmt—committee—shait
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"§34-21-88.

"The following acts shall constitute grounds for the
termination by the Board of Nursing of a certified registered
nurse practitioner's or a certified nurse midwife's
certificate of qualification to engage in these areas of

advanced practice nursing amd—for—the—termimatiomrof—the
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"(1) Prescribing in violation of this article or the
rules and regulations of the State Board of Medical Examiners
or the Board of Nursing.

"(2) For a certified registered nurse practitioner
or a certified nurse midwife to engage in any act or render
any services not authorized in his or her protocol or for a
physician to require or to knowingly permit or condone such an
act.

"(3) Failure on the part of a certified registered

nurse practitioner or a certified nurse midwife to maintain

current licensure with the Board of Nursing or—faiffure—of—=

1o . . 4 . 4 . 4 1 LI 1 V4 NI ul
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T ~ . .
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"(4) The commission of any act by a certified
registered nurse practitioner or a certified nurse midwife

which would constitute a violation of Section 34-21-25(b) or

Page 16



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

L 1o . . oo 1o 1 ] NI 4 . ul 1 = £
dlly 4dCt Uy d pPlIyolCT1Idll WITICTITwoOuLTUu CUllotT LI tuUtT 4ad viIULldU1IUIT UL

Q 4 QAN 2N 2 Al
O CCL1IUIl  OF T O0U.

"§$34-21-90.

"No person shall engage in practice as—acertified
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any of the acts or functions described in this article and the

regulations adopted under this article in this state unless

that person is certified by the Board of Nursing as an

advanced practice nurse = category of—certified chiotCLcd
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protocols which have been approved in accordance with this
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protocotrs—as provided T Sectronr 3% +—85 for his or her

nursing position."

Section 2. Sections 34-21-80, 34-21-83, 34-21-92,
and 34-21-93, Code of Alabama 1975, are repealed.

Section 3. This act shall become effective on the
first day of the third month following its passage and

approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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